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November 9 - 30, 2025

Course Description

A piece of whale bone carved with runes...and a scene from the Hebrew Bible...
A lapis lazuli head of Venus...serving as Christ’s head on a medieval crucifix...
A stained glass window...designed by Gerhard Richter...

What questions would you ask of these artworks? What messages do their materials convey?
Are these objects strange, or are we just strangers to their histories?

This course explores artworks created with materials and techniques that were once primary components of
western artistic production but have now fallen out of mainstream contemporary practice: ivory and bone
carving, painting on parchment, gilding and metalwork, and enameling and glazing (stained glass). We will
devote one seminar meeting to each of these media (broadly conceived), discussing both wide-ranging
cultural topics—such as spirituality and cross-cultural exchange —and medium-specific technical topics
including modern conservation techniques. By engaging with artworks created in unusual media, we will bring
fresh eyes to the the interpretive issues raised at the shifting intersection of making and meaning. How do the
circumstances of an artwork’s production contribute to and construct its meaning? How do we know?

Guided discussions will progress by means of selected texts, digital resources and original artworks which
will be available in the classroom for study, written analysis and sketching. In studying the history of these
artistic media, we will develop our ability to draw closer to objects from historically distant contexts, thereby
augmenting our frames of reference for the objects we create and encounter in the future.

Materials List:

Note-taking and sketching materials of choice.

Optional: scrimshaw kit of any kind. Here is an example: https://scrimshawstudio.com/page/40856/faux-ivory-oval-
scrimshaw-kit

Weekly readings will be distributed by email.


https://scrimshawstudio.com/page/40856/faux-ivory-oval-scrimshaw-kit
https://scrimshawstudio.com/page/40856/faux-ivory-oval-scrimshaw-kit

Cincinnati Art Stores

Suder’s Art Store
1309 Vine St, Cincinnati, OH 45202
(513) 241-0800

Plaza Art - Clifton
230 W. McMiillan Street Cincinnati, Ohio 45219
513-861-0667

Plaza Art - Kenwood
8118 Montgomery Road Cincinnati, Ohio 45236
513-793-5300



