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Every season goes by in the blink of an eye. It seems like I just wrote you all a welcome letter, and
now this one is saying goodbye. Season 6 was a monumental one in many ways, and these two
newsletter issues will show you some of the reasons why. All season 6 memberships expired on
August 31, so I hope you will renew your support for Manifest this year.

First, the season 6 class of supporting members was our biggest ever, at 109. That’s a nearly 25%
increase over the previous year. And your average contribution was $83 per person. This means that
your membership support provided nearly 10% of our operating budget! That’s more than any sin-
gle grant awarded for the year. So, when reading through our accomplishments and kudos, please
know that you truly did make them possible. Thank you for that!

When I visit other organizations and compare notes about what we’re doing, folks are routinely
taken aback when they realize we now present 18 exhibits per year at Manifest. Add to that our pro-
duction of full-color catalogs for each, as well as the sheer number of entries we jury, number of
jurors involved, number of artists and works shown, and the fact that we’re still running lean with
only two part-time staff members, supported by some seriously fantastic volunteer interns, and
they’re rendered speechless. I sometimes think we do what we do, to the degree that we’re doing
it, because we’re too ignorant to know any better - to know that this really can’t be done. But that’s
the way I prefer it to be. 

The 40% increase in number of exhibits was a big one. It added cost, effort, and time to just about
everything we do. But it serves artists, our mission, and the community better. It couldn’t have been
done, of course, without the addition of our Parallel Space gallery. This added some muscle and some
flexibility to our exhibition planning process. 

Coinciding with the production of the 5th International Drawing Annual publication, we helped
Manifest Press take another step forward by launching the International PaintingAnnual project. This
new book project will parallel the Drawing Annual, but will feature works of painting and writing
about painting, and be produced about midway between the release of each INDA. So now, every
six months Manifest will produce another major publication about painting or drawing being made
in the world today.

This year, with our ongoing evolution operating with a real staff, I was able to delegate the respon-
sibility of Drawing Center Studio program coordinator to Tim Parsley. As you may already know, this
has resulted in Tim’s work to revise and fine-tune the studio program for our Open Sessions and
instructed courses, expanding or enhancing both in significant ways. This will ultimately include more
workshops by prominent national or international teaching artists such as those offered by Shane
Wolf in August.

As you will soon see, season 7 is planned to be yet another power-packed lineup of exhibits and pro-
grams. Manifest’s ability to exist as a nexus of creativity in the visual arts clearly builds upon success-
es in previous years, be they large or small. Our members list is something I look at often, as some-
thing of a touchstone to remind me that folks believe in what we’re doing. In so many ways the list
itself is as powerful as the financial contributions. It provides a reality check, and a boost to our spir-
it of a nearly obsessive dedication to our ideals of quality. It fuels everything we do next.

On behalf of everyone here, thanks for a terrific sixth season.

- Jason Franz, Executive Director and Co-founder
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GOODBYE TO SEASON 6!
What we did together
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"To make us feel small in the right way is a function of art; 
men can only make us feel small in the wrong way." 

E . M .  F O R S T E R
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C O N T A C T

2727 Woodburn Avenue

East Walnut Hills

www.manifestgallery.org

513 861 3638 phone

gallery hours

Tuesday to Friday 2–7pm
Saturday 12–5pm

­

­­

In January of this year our lease at 2727 Woodburn expired. After five years of operating free public exhi-

bitions of contemporary visual art, open five hours a day, five days a week, we found ourselves question-

ing where Manifest’s future might be. As we’ve always known, our space, which we invested so much

energy and resources in while making it into an exceptional gallery, is one of our primary assets and

strengths. The space enabled us, in part, because of its ideal location for the fulfillment of our mission,

but also because we had negotiated a manageable rate for our rent thus preserving the organization’s

ability to be nimble, to maintain a part-time staff, and offer many of the other benefits people have come

to expect. When our lease expired, we were still unsure what would follow, despite the fact that we had

clearly established some strategies and longer range plans. Negotiations were delayed, and ongoing.

I’m happy to announce that one of our most significant accomplishments during the past season was

the conclusion of these negotiations, and the signing if a new 10 year lease in our present facilities, with

provisions for an additional five year extension. Even more significant than the reasonable pricing of our

rent, and the landlord’s (Charles Wolf) affirmation of his appreciation for Manifest, is the fact that we built

into the lease mutual incentives for Manifest to undertake some major improvements in the property. 

For six years our facility has been heated by very inefficient baseboard heaters, and cooled only by win-

dow unit air conditioners. Needless to say, not only does this make for a randomly hospitable climate, it

also represents a financial black hole. Our new lease includes a provision that, if Manifest undertakes the

installation of new HVAC equipment in its currently occupied spaces at its expense, then the landlord will

provide Manifest additional space free of charge for the duration of the new lease. This additional space

would be enough to nearly double the current exhibition space.

We have developed plans that will be implemented upon successful completion of this HVAC initiative,

which will be to enlarge and renovate major portions of the gallery, creating a better reception area, larg-

er individual spaces, and adding new galleries to our existing three. Along with this would come a bet-

ter display/reading area for our growing collection of catalogs and books, and possibly a lecture/presen-

tation area or dedicated film screening room. 

Needless to say all of this will take a great deal of effort and more support than we’ve ever had before.

But we’re determined, and the wheels are in motion. Wish us luck!

PERENNIAL MANIFEST
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